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MINUTES OF MEETING OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

February 6, 1986

Acting Chairman George Gray, presiding:

Members Present:

Dr. Don Hines 
Mr. Mark Roberts 
Mr. Dale Vinet

Mr. J . Burton Angelle was also present.

The minutes of the meeting of January 10, 1986 were 
approved with a motion form Dale Vinet and seconded by 
Mark Roberts.

At Wednesday's meeting Mr. Richard Cochran of the 
Shikar-Safari Club International presented Emmett Bonner 
with an award for the Wildlife Officer of the Year.

Also at Wednesday's meeting Harry Schafer gave the 
Survey Report. During the period of January 1-31, 1986 
103 surveys were scheduled, 60 surveys were unable to be 
done due to bad weather or fishermen unable to meet surveyor. 
Lease rental collected was $176,952.66, survey fees collected 
was $22,332.95 and 30 new leases were issued.

Harry Schafer presented the change for the seismic rules 
and regulations. A lengthly disucssion was held at both 
meetings from representatives of the seismic companies. Dr.
Hines made a motion to accept the change as presented, seconded 
by Mr. Vinet and approved unanimously.

(The full text of the resolution 
here is made a part of the record)

WHEREAS, through an oversite Rule 33 on page 11 of the Seismic 
Rules and Regulations did not address air gund, and

WHEREAS, the companies using air guns in deeper waters were
not doing any apparent damage to water bottoms, shell fish, 
fin fish or aquatic life, and

WHEREAS, some of the companies doing geophysical work in
Louisiana waters appeared before the Commission to ask 
for a change in Rule 33, and



WHEREAS, the following changes were recommended to the Com­
mission to amend Rule 33 to read.

When working in waters in red line areas 0 to 5 feet, 
the fee remains $1000 per mile, in waters above 5 feet 
to 10 feet deep, the fee is $400 per mile, in waters 
above 10 feet and deeper, the fee is $200 per mile, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission on this date, February 6, 1986 does hereby 
approve the Department's recommendation as presented.

Harry Schafer stated that about three months ago the 
Commission passed changes in some regulations for the under­
utilized species which tightens up the regulations and gives 
us more control over the permits that we issue. The regulations 
have gone before the House Committee and the Senate Oversight 
Committee and have been returned without change and he rec- 
commended that we ratify this without change. Dr. Hines made 
a motion to ratify the regulations, seconded by Mr. Vinet and 
was unanimously approved. A copy of these regulations are 
attached to the minutes.

Don Lee presented a declaration of emergency concening 
the closure of commercial fishing for paddlefish statewide 
for a period of 120 days beginning February 6, 1986. A 
motion was made by Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Vinet to approve 
this declaration of emergency which was passed unanimously. A 
copy of this declaration is attached to the minutes.

The Notice of Intent to adopt a rule prohibiting the taking 
of paddlefish for a period of three years was also presented 
at this time. Mr Vinet made a motion to accept the Notice of 
Intent, seconded by Dr. Hines and was passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent here is made a part of 
the record)

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission advertises 
its intent to adopt a rule prohibiting the taking of paddlefish 
(Polyodon spathula) for a period of three years beginning May 15,
1986. This prohibition shall not apply to the incidental snagging 
and possession of one (1) paddlefish by recreational fishermen 
using a single line and hook.

Interested persons may submit written comments on the 
proposed rule until 4:30 PM, April 2, 1986, at the following 
address: J . Burton Angelle, Secretary, Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, P. 0. Box 15570 , Baton Rouge, LA 
70895.

The Enforcement Report for the month of December 1985 was 
presented by Ray Montet at Wednesday's meeting.
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Mark Chatry presented a slide series showing the activities 
of the Marine Lab at Grand Terre and talked specifically about 
shrimp research being conducted there. This was done on Wednesday.

Greg Linscombe also presented a slide program on the 
experimental alligator harvest taking place on Marsh Island.

The Universal Fishing License slide program was presented 
by Huey Sanders at Wednesday's meeting.

The June meeting will be the Thursday.and Friday, the 5th 
and 6th in Baton Rouge.

The official meeting on Thursday was adjourned at 11:07AM.
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B), the 

Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of R.S. 56:22, the 

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declares that increased 

fishing pressure on paddlefish (Polyodon spathula) for its roe during 

spawning season may be detrimental to the perpetuation of this species.

The spawning season is currently in progress, therefore an emergency rule 

is necessary for the Immediate cessation of fishing for this species.

This fish is a primitive species that has specific habitat requirements 

and spawn only after they become large and old. Females must reach an age 

of seven to fourteen years before becoming sexually mature and the scientific 

literature reports that female paddlefish do not spawn every year but probably 

spawn at intervals of two or more years.

An intense interest in paddlefish eggs (roe) as a source product for 

the production of caviar has developed. This interest has been brought about 

with the loss of foreign import markets of caviar, especially from Iran and 

Iraq, and the high price reported paid for paddlefish eggs ($40-50/pound) 

used for caviar production.

Populations of this fish nationwide have been dwindling during the past 

decade due to the loss of habitat and many states now have the fish listed 

as being of special concern with some states having lost populations entirely 

and others with the fish on endangered and/or threatened lists. The literature 

also reports that this fish can be easily exploited by intense commercial 

fishing. Louisiana is one of the few states that has good populations of 

paddlefish remaining. The habitat requirements, biological life history



data and extent of the population is imperfectly known by the biological 

personnel of the Department.

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission desires to protect this 

unique primitive species and gather biological data in order to promulgate 

upgraded regulations for the utilization of this species. Therefore, the 

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby establishes the closure 

of fishing for paddlefish statewide for a period of 120 days to begin 

February 6, 1986 and extending through June 5, 1986. This prohibition 

shall not apply to the incidental snagging and possession of one (1) 

paddlefish by recreational fishermen using a single line and hook.

J.
Secretary



Underutilized Species Act 

Experimental Fisheries Program

June 26, 1985

A Report Presented To The

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Gerald Adkins, Supervisor 
Finfish Management Section



Background on Experimental Fisheries Program
In the last decade c o n d i t i o n s  have changed 

drastically in Louisiana's major fisheries. The number 

of participants in these fisheries has become so large 

that the catch per effort of the Individual fishermen 

decreased, causing economic turmoil in these fisheries, 

even though total landings increased to record levels . 

With thought to reducing the pressure on major 

fisheries, the underutilized species program was 

developed, hoping that some fishermen would transfer 

their efforts to underutilized species.

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has, in 

previous years, given special permits to fishermen 

seeking to develop new gear. These permits were given 

under the general authority of the Commission to 

encourage and foster the fisheries. The Underutilized 

Species Act of 1978 formalized and greatly expanded the 

Department's capacity to issue these permits. The 

Louisiana Legislature, recognizing that the body of law 

regulating the commercial fisheries inhibits 

experimentation and change , provided a mechanism for 

the development of new gear and the increased 

utilization of underutilized species. This Act became 

incorporated into statutory law as Section 571 of Title 

56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. In
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addition. Section 3 22C(5) authorizes the Department to 

issue permits for monofilament webbing in offshore 

waters and Section 322C(6) authorizes the Department to 

issue permits for purse seines in both offshore waters 

and a portion of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds.

I. Experimental Fishery Permit Act

Section 571(b) states: "The Secretary of the 

Department may issue permits to persons who are 

interested in the development of new fisheries designed 

to harvest underutilized species and to persons who are 

interested in the development of new gear and equipment 

to harvest fish and other aquatic species inside all 

fresh water and salt water areas of the state. Permits 

issued pursuant to this subsection shall be limited in 

duration to one year and shall be subject to 

monitoring, review, and suspension or revocation for 

cause by the Secretary".

II. Monofilament Webbing
Paragraph C(5) of Section 322 states in part: 

"Monofilament. The use or possession of trammel nets, 

gill nets, and seines constructed of monofilament is 

prohibited. However, the use of monofilament seaward 

from the inside-outside line as described in R.S. 

56:495, shall be permitted and regulated by special 

permit, regulated and issued by the Department of
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Wildlife and Fisheries in order to comply with Act 331 

of 1978 to develop new fisheries by harvesting the 

underutilized aquatic species in outside waters".

III. Purse Seines

Paragraph C(6) of Section 322 states in part: "The

use of purse seines...shall be prohibited in inside 

waters as delineated by RS56:495...unless a permit has 

been issued by the Secretary pursuant to R.S. 56:571(B) 

for the development of new fisheries".

IV. Pompano Nets

56:406A(3) specifically states: ..."Nothing

contained in this section shall prohibit the use 

of... pompano nets having a mesh size of not less than 

five inches stretched during the period from May 1 

through October 31 of each ye a r ... No person may use a 

pompano net...unless he has first obtained a special 

permit which the Secretary shall issue..."

The number of permits issued by year and by type are 

listed in Table 1.

Species of Interest

The enabling act encourages the development of new 

fisheries for "underutilized species". Section 8 of 

Title 56 defines "saltwater commercial fish" as any 

species of saltwater fish taken for c o m m ercial 

purposes. This di f f e r s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  from the
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definition of "freshwater commercial fish", which lists 

those species of fish which may be taken commercially.

Early in the program experimental fisheries permits 

could be issued for all saltwater fish; later it became 

evident that more control would be desirable, 

especially in the case of those species that have 

important recreational interest also. Permits 

currently issued list specifically those species which 

may be caught using the permit. All species for which 

permits have been issued are listed in Table 2.

Reported Use of Permits

Experimental fishery permits require that the 

permittee report his catch monthly. The Department 

does not have the resources to verify these reports, 

therefore one should keep in mind that any discussion 

of catch refers to the permittee's own figures, except 

for some occasional spot-checking by boardings or at 
dockside.

The greatest success which the program can claim is 

the development of a fledgling mullet fishery. Over 

7.5 million pounds of mullet have been reported landed 

under permit since 1980. Figures developed by the 

National Marine Fisheries Service indicate that the 

landings of mullet Gulfwide could increase by 30
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million pounds annually without affecting mullet 

populations detrimentally and much of this increase 

could occur in Louisiana waters. The development of 

this fishery has primarily been the result of the 

effort of Florida fishermen using purse seines. While 

there is virtually no local market for mullet as a food 

fish, the fishermen are able to transport their catch 

to other states (particularly Florida) for processing.

Another species which has been landed under permit 

is black drum. Unlike mullet, significant catches have 

been made with both purse seines and monofilament 

webbing. Relatively minor catches have been reported 

for white trout, croaker, and mackerel. These have 

been caught exclusively with monofilament webbing. 

While these landings are small compared to those of 

mullet or black drum they do point to the major 

permitted use of monofilament gear. A summary of 

catches reported under permit is provided in Table 3.

Experimental Permit Regulations 

(Existing)

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries proposes to 

adopt rules and regulations for the development of new 

fisheries by harvesting the underutilized species.

Authority to adopt such rules and regulations was
i
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delegated to the Secretary of the Department of 

Wild life and Fisheries by Act No. 331 of 1978 (R.S. 

56:571). Interested persons may submit written 

comments through November 5, 1979, to Harry Schafer, 

Chief, Seafood Division, 400 Royal Street, New Orleans, 

Louisiana 70130.

Permits. Under Louisiana law, only gear which is 

legally sanctioned may be used in a fishery. All other 

types of gear require a permit. Permits will be issued 

to persons who are interested in the development of new 

fisheries designed to harvest underutilized species, 

and to persons who are interested in the development of 

experimental gear and equipment to harvest fish and 

other aquatic species. The purpose of permits is to:

1. Allow the permittee to experiment with new gear 

which might not meet the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of e x i s t i n g  

statutory law.

2. Allow the Department to closely supervise 

fisheries which are not sanctioned by statutory law, 

which may conflict with established fisheries, or which 

may use gear prohibited by statutory law in other 

fisheries.

The following points will delineate the criteria 

which will be used in the issuance of permits:

1. Permits will not be issued for species, which
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are threatened or endangered or for fisheries or gear 

types which are specifically prohibited by law.

2. Possession of a permit does not exempt the 

bearer from laws or regulations except for those which 

may be specifically exempted by the permit.

3. Holder of a permit must have the permit in 

possession at all times when using permitted gear or 

harvesting permitted specie(s). Permit holder must be 

on board permitted vessel when o p e r a t i n g  under 

conditions of permit. No permit is transferable 

without written permission from the D e p a r t m e n t  

Secretary.

4. The Department reserves the right to observe the 

operations taking place under a permit at any time and 

permittee may be required to provide food and lodging 

on the permitted vessel for an observer at the request 

of the Department.

5. The bearer of a permit must report monthly the 
catch taken as a result of the permit. This report 

must contain a suitable measure of total catch, of 

effort, and of other parameters which may be required 

by the Department.

6. A permit does not entitle the bearer the 

exclusive harvest of the resource although, at the 

discretion of the Department, a permit may entitle the



Page 9

bearer to exclusive harvest of a certain area but this 

privilege may be of limited duration and may be lost 

once management regulations specific to the fishery or 

gear are promulgated,

7. Information gained by the Department through the 

issuance of a permit is not privileged and will be 

disseminated to the public,

8. Permit requests for experimental gear must 

include complete descriptions of the gear and methods 

used, including drawings or pictures, the specie(s) to 

be fished, and the area to be fished. All potential 

permittees must request an appointment. Proof of 

ownership of the proposed permitted vessel(s) must be 

provided at the time of appointment, and the person 

requesting a permit must show proof that all applicable 

licenses have been applied for before a permit is 

issued. Proof of bonafide residency is also required 

at this time.

9. Permits will be issued for only such time to 

allow the Department to properly evaluate the gear or 

methods being used. The Department may withdraw any 

permit because it has a deleterious effect; may 

withdraw any permit in order to conduct its own 

evaluation of the gear, or fishery; may effect 

management regulations which render any permit
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inoperative; or may extend any permit as a means of 

regulating the fishery until such time the fishery 

comes under statutory laws•

10. The person requesting a permit must show proof 

that all applicable licenses have been applied for 

before a permit is issued. Proof of bonafide residency 

is also required at this time.

11. When a permit is issued for an underutilized 

specie(s) or for the development of a new fishery, only 

the permitted specie(s) can be harvested. All other 

species must be returned to unrestricted waters with a 

minimum of handling. No other fish may be in the 

possession of the permittee, and all fish on board the 

permitted vessel must have the head and caudal fin 

(tail ) intact.

12. All permits must be applied for and/or granted 

from January 1 to July 31 of each year. All permits 

expire December 31 following the date of issuance. All 
permits must be returned to the Department by January 

31 following expiration.

13. Each applicant for a permit under this program 

will be assessed an administrative fee of fifty dollars 

per permit at the time of appointment. Each applicant 

who is a resident of Louisiana will be required to post 

a performance fee deposit, bond, or cashier's check in



the amount of one thousand dollars , payable by 

cashier's check. All non-residents must post a 

performance fee deposit, bond, or cashier's check in 

the amount of four thousand dollars, also payable by 

cashier's check. These deposits are required upon 

application and are valid until December 31 of each 

year.

14. The permitted boat used in the program must have 

a distinguishing sign so that it may be identified. 

The sign shall have the word "EXPERIMENTAL" printed on 

it in at least 6" high letters, on a contrasting 

background, so as to be visible from low flying 

aircraft or from any other vessel in the immediate 

vicinity.

15. When permitted gear is on board permitted vessel 

or in possession of permittee, permittee and vessel are 

assumed to be operating under conditions of the permit. 

No gear other than permitted gear may be on board or in 

possession of permittee under provisions of the permit.

16. A report must be received by the Department no 

later than 30 days following the last day of each 

month. If any permittee does not report monthly as 

required, his permit shall be suspended. If no report 

is received by January 31 following suspension, the 

deposit is forfeited.
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17. All permittees must notify Department prior to 

leaving port to fish under permitted conditions and 

immediately upon returning from permitted trip. The 

Department must be notified by calling a designated 

phone number. Commonly accepted passive gear, i.e. eel 

pots, may be exempt from this requirement.

18. If citation(s) are issued to any permittee 

regarding conditions regulated by the p e r m i t , all 

permittee's permits will be revoked, and the permittee 

may loose all rights and privileges to participate in 

the program. If found guilty, the deposit is also 

forfeited.

19. The Secretary reserves the right to limit the 

number of permits issued each year. When the number is 

limited, permits will be granted on a first come, first

served basis•
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B), the 

Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of R.S. 56:22, the 

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declares that increased 

fishing pressure on paddlefish (Polyodon spathula) for its roe during 

spawning season may be detrimental to the perpetuation of this species.

The spawning season is currently in progress, therefore an emergency rule 

is necessary for the immediate cessation of fishing for this species.

This fish is a primitive species that has specific habitat requirements 

and spawn only after they become large and old. Females must reach an age 

of seven to fourteen years before becoming sexually mature and the scientific 

literature reports that female paddlefish do not spawn every year but probably 

spawn at intervals of two or more years.

An intense interest in paddlefish eggs (roe) as a source product for 

the production of caviar has developed. This interest has been brought about 

with the loss of foreign import markets of caviar, especially from Iran and 

Iraq, and the high price reported paid for paddlefish eggs ($40-50/pound) 

used for caviar production.

Populations of this fish nationwide have been dwindling during the past 

decade due to the loss of habitat and many states now have the fish listed 

as being of special concern with some states having lost populations entirely 

and others with the fish on endangered and/or threatened lists. The literature 

also reports that this fish can be easily exploited by intense commercial 

fishing. Louisiana is one of the few states that hassgood populations of 

paddlefish remaining. The habitat requirements, biological life history



data and extent of the population is imperfectly known by the biological 

personnel of the Department.

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission desires to protect this 

unique primitive species and gather biological data in order to promulgate 

upgraded regulations for the utilization of this species. Therefore, the 

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby establishes the closure 

of fishing for paddlefish statewide for a period of 120 days to begin 

February 6, 1986 and extending through June 5, 1986. This prohibitions 

shall not apply to the incidental snagging and possession of one (1) 

paddlefish by recreational fishermen using a single line and hook.

Secretary



NOTICE OF INTENT

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission advertises its intent 

to adopt a rule prohibiting the taking of paddlefish (Polyodon spathula) 

for a period of three years beginning May 15, 1986. This prohibition shall 

not apply to the incidental snagging and possession of one (1) paddlefish 

by recreational fishermen using a single line and hook.

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed rule 

until 4:30 p.m., April 2, 1986, at the following address: J. Burton Angelle, 

Secretary, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, P. 0. Box 15570, 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70895.

Secretary



M O T O R  T R U C K  S C A LE S

IN D U S T R IA L  S C A LE S  
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S Y S T E M S

A U T O M A T IC  P R E -P A C K  
S C A LE S

A U T O M A T IC  W R A P P IN G  
M A C H IN E S

S C A L E  P IT  C O N S T R U C T IO N

R E T A IL  S C A LE S

M E A T  SAW S

S T E A K  M A C H IN E S

M E A T  G R IN D E R S

S L IC IN G  M A C H IN E S

T E N D E R IZ E R S

M IX E R S

S A U S A G E  S T U F F E R S

S L A U G H T E R H O U S E
E Q U IP M E N T

B U T C H E R  S U P P L IE S

C. RICHARD C O C H R A N
TOLEDO SCALES & FOOD MACHINES

SALES AND SERVICE

ROUTE 2, 2956 HIGHWAY 167 NORTH 
LAFAYETTE, LO U IS IAN A 70501

(318) 234-4043 and 234-4030 
(318) 234-4639 (HOME)

January 15, 1985

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
P. 0. Box 15570
Baton Rouge, LA 70895

ATTENTION OF: Paula

Dear Madame:

This is to confirm that I will be available February 5 to present the 
Shikar-Safari Club International Wildlife Officer of the Year Award 
to Mr. Emmett Bonner. Please see that this is put on the agenda for 
your meeting and that Mr. Bonner is notified so that he will be 
present at the meeting for the presentation of the award. I understand 
that this meeting is to be held on Wednesday at 2:00 pm. If there 
are any changes please notify me at one of the above numbers.

Thanks for your help in this matter.

Very truly yours.

A,C. Richard Cochran

ao

"SERVING SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA SINCE 1956



J . B U R T O N  A N G E L L E . S R .
S E C R E T A R Y

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
DISTRICT VIII 
400 ROYAL ST.

NEW ORLEANS. LA 70130

COASTAL & MARINE RESOURCES

E D W IN  W. E D W A R D S
G O V E R N O R

SURVEY SECTION 
0 3 - 4 3

ACTIVITY REPORT

JANUARY 1, 1986 THRU JANUARY 31, 1986

During this period field activity consisted of:

103 - Surveys that were scheduled.
60 - Surveys that were unabled to be done due to bad 

weather or fishermen unable to meet surveyor.

Surveys that were completed consisted of:

26 - Leases that were tied into the monument control system. 
1 - Application for new area.
5 - Restake applications.

11 - 15 year limitations.

Ttotal field activity:

1984 1985 1986

81 124 103 - Surveys scheduled
13 39 43 - Surveys performed
67 84 60 - Surveys unable to be done due to 

bad weather or fishermen unable 
to meet surveyor

0 1 0 - Survey where fisherman refused to 
survey

0 0 0 - Disputes settled
1 0 0 - No shews

Office activity during this period:

$176,952.66 
$ 22,332.95 

30

- Lease rental collected
- Survey fees collected
- New leases issued

V.4":'
ALFRED T. ANDERSON % 

REG.N0.04511 nregiste.̂ d *e
PROFESSIONAL ,  f/yV

Ar, Ecual ODSortuml,'



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 
FEBRUARY 6, 1986

WHEREAS, through an oversite Rule 33 on page 11 of the Seismic Rules 
and regulations did not address air guns.

WHEREAS, the companies using air guns in deeper waters were not doing
any apparent damage to water bottoms, shell fish, fin fish or aquatic

WHEREAS, some of the companies doing geophysical work in Louisiana waters 
appeared before the Conmission to ask for a change in Rule 33.

.VHEREAS, the following changes were reconmended to the Comnission to 
amend Rule 33 to read.

When working in waters in red line areas 0 to 5. feet, the fee 
terrains $1000 per mile, in waters above 5 feet to 10 feet deep, 
the fee is $400 per mile, in waters above 10 feet and deeper, 
the fee is $200 per mile.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
on this date, February 6, 1986 does hereby approve the Departments 
Recormmdation as presented.

life.

Secretary
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Background on Experimental Fisheries Program 

In the last decade c o n d i t i o n s  have changed 

drastically in Louisiana's major fisheries. The number 

of participants in these fisheries has become so large 

that the catch per effort of the individual fishermen 

decreased, causing economic turmoil in these fisheries, 

even though total landings increased to record levels . 

With thought to reducing the pressure on major 

fisheries, the underutilized species program was 

developed, hoping that some fishermen would transfer 

their efforts to underutilized species ♦

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has, in 

previous years, given special permits to fishermen 

seeking to develop new gear. These permits were given 

under the general authority of the Commission to 

encourage and foster the fisheries. The Underutilized 

Species Act of 1978 formalized and greatly expanded the 

Department's capacity to issue these permits. The 

Louisiana Legislature, recognizing that the body of law 

regulating the commercial fisheries inhibits

experimentation and change, provided a mechanism for 

the development of new gear and the increased 

utilization of underutilized species. This Act became 

incorporated into statutory law as Section 571 of Title 

56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. In
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addition, Section 322C(5) authorizes the Department to 

issue permits for monofilament webbing in offshore 

waters and Section 322C(6) authorizes the Department to 

issue permits for purse seines in both offshore waters 

and a portion of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds.

I. Experimental Fishery Permit Act

Section 571(b) states: "The Secretary of the 

Department may issue permits to persons who are 

interested in the development of new fisheries designed 

to harvest underutilized species and to persons who are 

interested in the development of new gear and equipment 

to harvest fish and other aquatic species inside all 

fresh water and salt water areas of the state. Permits 

issued pursuant to this subsection shall be limited in 

duration to one year and shall be subject to 

monitoring, review, and suspension or revocation for 

cause by the Secretary”.

II. Monofilament Webbing
Paragraph C(5) of Section 322 states in part: 

"Monofilament. The use or possession of trammel nets, 

gill nets, and seines constructed of monofilament is 

prohibited. However, the use of monofilament seaward 

from the inside-outside line as described in R.S. 

56:495, shall be permitted and regulated by special 

permit, regulated and issued by the Department of



Page 4

Wildlife and Fisheries in order to comply with Act 331 

of 1978 to develop new fisheries by harvesting the 

underutilized aquatic species in outside waters".

III. Purse Seines

Paragraph C(6) of Section 322 states in part: "The 

use of purse seines. . .shall be prohibited in inside 

waters as delineated by RS56 :495 ... unless a permit has 

been issued by the Secretary pursuant to R.S, 56:571(8) 

for the development of new fisheries".

IV. Pompano Nets

56:406A(3) specifically s t a t e s : ..."Nothing 

contained in this section shall prohibit the use 

of... pompano nets having a mesh size of not less than 

five inches stretched during the period from May 1 

through October 31 of each year. ..No person may use a 

pompano net...unless he has first obtained a special 

permit which the Secretary shall issue..."

The number of permits issued by year and by type are 

listed in Table 1.

Species of Interest

The enabling act encourages the development of new 

fisheries for "underutilized species". Section 8 of 

Title 56 defines "saltwater commercial fish" as any 

species of saltwater fish taken for commercial

purposes . This differs c o n s i d e r a b l y  from the
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definition of "freshwater commercial fish", which lists 

those species of fish which may be taken commercially.

Early in the program experimental fisheries permits 

could be issued for all saltwater fish; later it became 

evident that more control would be d e s i r a b l e  , 

especially in the case of those species that have 

important recreational interest also. Permits 

currently issued list specifically those species which 

may be caught using the permit. All species for which 

permits have been issued are listed in Table 2.

Reported Use of Permits

Experimental fishery permits require that the 

permittee report his catch monthly. The Department 

does not have the resources to verify these reports, 

therefore one should keep in mind that any discussion 

of catch refers to the permittee's own figures , except 

for some occasional spot-checking by boardings or at 

dockside•

The greatest success which the program can claim is 

the development of a fledgling mullet fishery. Over 

7.5 million pounds of mullet have been reported landed 

under permit since 1980. Figures developed by the 

National Marine Fisheries Service indicate that the 

landings of mullet Gulfwide could increase by 30
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million pounds annually without affecting mullet 

populations detrimentally and much of this increase 

could occur in Louisiana waters. The development of 

this fishery has primarily been the result of the 

effort of Florida fishermen using purse seines. While 

there is virtually no local market for mullet as a food 

fish, the fishermen are able to transport their catch 

to other states (particularly Florida) for processing.

Another species which has been landed under permit 

is black drum. Unlike mullet, significant catches have 

been made with both purse seines and monofilament 

webbing. Relatively minor catches have been reported 

for white trout, croaker, and mackerel. These have 

been caught exclusively with monofilament webbing. 

While these landings are small compared to those of 

mullet or black drum they do point to the major 

permitted use of monofilament gear. A summary of 

catches reported under permit is provided in Table 3.

Experimental Permit Regulations 

(Existing)

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries proposes to 

adopt rules and regulations for the development of new 

fisheries by harvesting the underutilized species. 

Authority to adopt such rules and regulations was
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d e l e g a t e d  to the S e c r e t a r y  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

Wildlife and Fisheries by Act No. 331 of 1978 (R.S. 

56:571). I n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  may s u b m i t  w r i t t e n  

comments through November 5, 1979, to Harry S c h a f e r , 

Chief, Seafood Division, 400 Royal Street, New Orleans, 

Louisiana 70130.

Permits. Under Louisiana law, only gear which is 

legally sanctioned may be used in a fishery. All other 

types of gear require a permit. Permits will be issued 

to persons who are interested in the development of new 

fisheries designed to harvest underutilized species, 

and to persons who are interested in the development of 

experimental gear and equipment to harvest fish and 

other aquatic species. The purpose of permits is to:

1, Allow the permittee to experiment with new gear 

which might not meet the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of e x i s t i n g  

statutory law.

2. Allow the D e p a r t m e n t  to c l o s e l y  s u p e r v i s e  

fisheries which are not sanctioned by statutory law, 

which may conflict with established fisheries, or which 

may use gear prohibited by s t a t u t o r y  law in other 

fisheries•

The following points will delineate the criteria 

which will be used in the issuance of permits:

1. Permits will not be issued for species , which
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are threatened or endangered or for fisheries or gear 

types which are specifically prohibited by law.

2. Possession of a permit does not exempt the 

bearer from laws or regulations except for those which 

may be specifically exempted by the permit.

3. Holder of a permit must have the permit in 

possession at all times when using permitted gear or 

harvesting permitted specie(s) ♦ Permit holder must be 

on board permitted vessel when o p e r a t i n g  under 

conditions of permit. No permit is transferable 

without written permission from the D e p a r t m e n t  

Secretary.

4. The Department reserves the right to observe the 

operations taking place under a permit at any time and 

permittee may be required to provide food and lodging 

on the permitted vessel for an observer at the request 

of the Department.

5. The bearer of a permit must report monthly the 

catch taken as a result of the permit. This report 

must contain a suitable measure of total catch, of 

effort, and of other parameters which may be required 

by the Department.

6. A permit does not entitle the bearer the 

exclusive harvest of the resource although, at the 

discretion of the Department, a permit may entitle the
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bearer to exclusive harvest of a certain area but this 

privilege may be of limited duration and may be lost 

once management regulations specific to the fishery or 

gear are promulgated.

7. Information gained by the Department through the 

issuance of a permit is not privileged and will be 

disseminated to the public.

8. Permit requests for experimental gear must 

include complete descriptions of the gear and methods 

used, including drawings or pictures, the specie(s) to 

be fished, and the area to be fished. All potential 

permittees must request an appointment. Proof of 

ownership of the proposed permitted vessel(s) must be 

provided at the time of appointment, and the person 

requesting a permit must show proof that all applicable 

licenses have been applied for before a permit is 

issued. Proof of bonafide residency is also required 

at this time.

9. Permits will be issued for only such time to 

allow the Department to properly evaluate the gear or 

methods being used. The Department may withdraw any 

permit because it has a deleterious effect; may 

withdraw any permit in order to conduct its own 

evaluation of the gear, or fishery; may effect 

management regulations which render any permit
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inoperative; or may extend any permit as a means of 

regulating the fishery until such time the fishery 

comes under statutory laws.

10. The person requesting a permit must show proof 

that all applicable licenses have been applied for 

before a permit is issued. Proof of bonafide residency 

is also required at this time.

11. When a permit is issued for an underutilized 

specie(s) or for the development of a new fishery, only 

the permitted specie(s) can be harvested. All other 

species must be returned to unrestricted waters with a 

minimum of handling. No other fish may be in the 

possession of the permittee, and all fish on board the 

permitted vessel must have the head and caudal fin 

(tail) intact.

12. All permits must be applied for and/or granted 

from January 1 to July 31 of each year. All permits 

expire December 31 following the date of issuance. All 
permits must be returned to the Department by January 

31 following expiration.

13. Each applicant for a permit under this program 

will be assessed an administrative fee of fifty dollars 

per permit at the time of appointment. Each applicant 

who is a resident of Louisiana will be required to post 

a performance fee deposit, bond, or cashier's check in
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the amount of one thousand dollars , payable by 

cashier^s check. All non-residents must post a 

performance fee deposit , bond, or cashier's check in 

the amount of four thousand dollars, also payable by 

cashier's check. These deposits are required upon 

application and are valid until December 31 of each 

year.

14. The permitted boat used in the program must have 

a distinguishing sign so that it may be identified. 

The sign shall have the word "EXPERIMENTAL" printed on 

it in at least 6" high letters, on a contrasting 

background, so as to be visible from low flying 

aircraft or from any other vessel in the immediate 

vicinity.

15. When permitted gear is on board permitted vessel 

or in possession of permittee, permittee and vessel are 

assumed to be operating under conditions of the permit. 

No gear other than permitted gear may be on board or in 

possession of permittee under provisions of the permit.

16. A report must be received by the Department no 

later than 30 days following the last day of each 

month. If any permittee does not report monthly as 

required, his permit shall be suspended. If no report 

is received by January 31 following suspension, the 

deposit is forfeited.



Page 12

17. All permittees must notify Department prior to 

leaving port to fish under permitted conditions and 

immediately upon returning from permitted trip. The 

Department must be notified by calling a designated 

phone number. Commonly accepted passive gear, l.e. eel 

pots, may be exempt from this requirement.

18. If citation(s) are issued to any permittee 

regarding conditions regulated by the p e r m i t , all 

permittee's permits will be revoked, and the permittee 

may loose all rights and privileges to participate in 

the program. If found guilty, the deposit is also 

forfeited.

19. The Secretary reserves the right to limit the 

number of permits issued each year. When the number is 

limited, permits will be granted on a first come, first 

served basis.

►
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Ms. Paula Canals Wildlife & Fisheries P. 0. Box 15570 
Baton Rouge, LA 70895

Dear Ms. Callais:
This will confirm that the Mineral Board Hearing Room, First Floor,

State Land & Natural Resources Building, Riverside at North, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, has been reserved for you on February 5. 1986_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
from 7:QQ p.m._____ t o ____ 10:00 p.m. _ _ _ _ •

PLEASE PAY PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO the following stipulations and 
regulations pertaining to reservations and use of the Board's auditorium.
These rules are applicable in each and every instance and are to be 
strictly adhered to.

1. Al]_ reservations are subject to cancellation should a special call 
meeting of the Mineral Board be made by the Governor or if an Agency within the Department of Natural Resources requires use of the auditorium.Notification will be made by this office of any change as quickly as possible.

2. This office is to be notified immediately of cancellation of reser­
vation for use of the auditorium.

3. The Mineral Board has established a strict policy of NO SMOKING in 
the auditorium.

4. All chairs, tables and other equipment are to be left in the same position as found prior to meetings. Papers and other working materials are to be removed from tables and the auditorium as a whole, left in an orderly 
and neat manner. No furniture, equipment, etc. purchased by the Mineral 
Board for use in the auditorium is to be removed from the premises. Underno circumstances should any furniture be removed from the auditorium out Tnto 
the lobby! All furniture and other items are inventoried by serial number and missing items must be reported by the Board to the Capitol Security Office.

P.O. BOX 2827 BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 7 08 2 1 -2 8 2 7 3 4 2 -4 6 1 5
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5. The auditorium will not be opened prior to the time of scheduled 
meetings. The auditorium will be unlocked by request, upon arrival in the building. This request may be made by telephone or in person to the recep­tionist, Administrative Division, 4th Floor, Office of Mineral Resources, 
Natural Resources Building. Additionally, it will be necessary to advise this office following adjournment of a meeting and prior to vacating the 
auditorium in order that the auditorium may be properly secured.

6. The auditorium must be locked when the meeting adjourns for the 
noon hour. Please call 342-4615 in the event you desire to do this. The auditorium is not to be left unattended and the door unlocked at any time.

7. In requests by letter to this office for reservation of the audi­torium, it will be necessary to furnish us with the name of the person designated to be responsible for the application of the aforesaid regulations.
We appreciate your cooperation and adherence to the regulations in the 

past. Unfortunately, and because of recent circumstances, we have no alter­
native but to apply and strictly enforce all rules and regulations to allow 
maximum security and continuity in future use of the Mineral Board's auditor­
ium by various agencies and organizations.

Yours very truly,
OFFICE OF MINERAL RESOURCES
Edward H. Rhorer, Deputy Assistant Secretary

BY: vvvcn^ _ _ _ _ _Mary Beth Kling, Executivg/Assistant



DEPAR TM EN T O F W ILD LIFE  A N D  F IS H E R IE S
J. BURTON ANGELLE, SR. POST OFFICE B O * 15570 EDWIN W. EDWARDS

SECNCTAPY 
150-41 925-3617

BATON ROUGE, LA. 70895

January 10, 1986

Ms. Cindy Hall 
Capitol Police 
P. 0. Box 44001 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Dear Cindy:

We have reserved the Mineral Board meeting room for 
Wednesday, February 5, 1986 at 7:00 PM for a public hearing 
to be held for the purpose of hearing recommendations for 
the upcoming hunting season.

We request that the front door be left open of the Natural 
Resources Building. The meeting will start at 7:00 PM and last 
until about 10:00 PM with approximately 300 people attending.

If additional information is needed, please advise.

Sincerely

J.

JBA/pc

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Sheraton Baton R ouge Hotel
Sheraton Hotels, Inns & Resorts Worldwide 

4728 CONSTITUTION 
BATON ROUGE, LA 70808 j  (504) 925-2244

Today’s date 1/8/86____
File # ______________________
Definite Q  Cancellation □  
Tentative □  Change Form □

FUNCTION/RESERVATION CONTRACT

For Office Use Only:
Code____________
PS#___________
Date_____________
By------------

Account Name La Wildlife & Fisheries

Post As. 

Contact, Paula Callais

Address. 

State__

P. 0 .  Box 15570
Title

City _ Baton Rouge
70895 .Telephone (___)

Master Account Authorities. P.I.C..
?

Guest Rooms Q ! Required □  Not Required
DAY SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

DATE 2 /5
SQL 7
DBL

LKPL
SUITE

TOTAL 7 0
rOTAL ROOM N IG H T S 7

Contract must be signed and returned to the hotel by the Option
Date: 1 /3 1 /8 6  _________  indicated or all commitments are
released.

Reservations Must Re Marie Ryx H a w  h&or* _made 
Return Card □  Individual □
Room List □  Other □
All Rooms are: □  6:00 p.m.

EO GTD By Company
Rates: Single $_ 40________Double $___50_____
Triple $_________Quad $_________ Parlor $_________
Suites: 1 Bedroom $_________ 2Bedroom $_________
jrownhouse.SXX--------------
£ompnmerrtary(Agre§ment:--------------------------------------

j p  Net □  Commissionable_______________ %

_________________________________________ SCHEDULE OF ACTIVmES____________________________________
Day/Date Time Functions Attendance Location Rate

No Meeting Space Required

48 Hour Guarantee Required and Binding on all Meal Functions 48 Hour Cancellation Notice Required to Negate Meeting Charges.
SWITCHBOARD:

no  NOT RING ROOM
MEETING STYLE:

THFATRFRTYI F
FOOD & BEVERAGE: 

ROUNDS OF 8 
ROUNDS OF 10 
U—SHAPE 
LONGS OF

AV RENTALS
_ 35MM SLIDE S

PI t Ifi IN PHONF NFFDFn 16MM FILM %
ADLINE REQUESTED VCR □  VHS $
OUTSIDE PHONE LINE TO HDI 1 OW SOI IARF □  BETA 

SCREEN
s

BE INSTALLED CONFERENCE STYLE $
AMPLIFICATION:

STANDING MICROPHONE
fiCHOni ROOM RTYI F RAISED LEVEL

OTHER

MONITOR %
RFGISTRATIDM TAPI F SAFLOK STAND %

TABLE MICROPHONE HFADTARI F ■ 1 FVFI o n -4FR s
PODIUM MICROPHONE £  A P  PFO PI F  RAIRFH _ s_

LAV AUER MICROPHONE OTHER $
ROVING MICROPHONE BILLING & CREDIT: HOTEL MASTER ACCOUNT:

OTHER |v| PAYMENT AT CHECK OUT □ ALLCHARGES
FI REQUESTS DIRECT BILLING a

ITEM S REQUIRED: □  PLEASE COMPLETE ATTACHED CREDIT FORM SERVICE ONLY
STANDING PODIUM □  HAS ESTABLISHED CREDIT □ MEETING CHARGES, GUEST
TABLE PODIUM □  LETTER OF CREDITTO FOLLOW ROOM AND TAX ONLY
FLIPCHART □  ADVANCE DEPOSIT REQUIRED $ 1771

A-FRAME EASEL BILLING ADDRESS: ROOMS AND INCIDENTALS
BLACKBOARD ATTN J- ] INDIVIDUAL PAYS
RISERS COMPANY: IM riD P M TA I Q OMI V

OTHER ADHRFSS Q • to c n iM  i m c t o i im n w e

CITY: STATE: 7IP-

I hereby approve the arrangements as shown.

/ ^ U S m  ■ J -  /  '<(■ JT
Signature Title Date Salesperson


